SEO Guiqe:

For the construction
industry in Cambridge.

8 steps for any business, from builders
to architects, to rank higher on Google.

ate: SPACED DIGITAL
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Before we begin...

In this guide, we run through 8 steps to help
any business related to the construction
industry, based in Cambridgeshire, to rank
higher on Google and get more traffic.

This same process helped us give a
London-based design and build company a
200% increase in website traffic -

from 140 to 3,000 sessions a month.

You can watch a video on our step by step
process for that client (click play), or read
through in detail on the following pages.

Enjoy!

S LUse -

Steve White - Director



https://youtu.be/ABMQvpQIZrg
https://youtu.be/ABMQvpQIZrg
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First up, what even is SEOQ?! Let’s take a
deeper look at Search Engine Optimisation.
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What is SEQ?

Search Engine Optimisation (SEO)
involves moving your website up
search engine ranking positions. You
don’t directly pay Google to be there -
that’s PPC (Pay Per Click).

In SEO, you naturally move up the
rankings with certain techniques.
That’s why it is often referred to as
organic or natural search.

loft conversion cambridge

Ad - https://www.bark.com/cambridge ~

Cambridge Loft Conversions

Find Recommended Pros Fast. Find the Best Cambridge Loft Conversion Specialists Fast &

Rating for bark.com: 4.7 - 13,223 reviews

Ad - https://www.velux.co.uk/ ~

VELUX Loft Conversions | Use our virtual reality tool

Take a look at our loft conversion picture gallery for ideas and inspiration. Discover how to...

https://www.cambridgeloftconversionsitd.co.uk

Cambridge Loft Conversions Ltd: Seasoned builders
https://www.cambridgeloftconversionsitd.co.uk

For your loft extensions, choose the experienced and skilled builders at Cambridge Loft
Conversions Ltd in Ely. For a free quote, call us today.

https://create-room.co.uk » loft-conversions-cambridge

Loft Conversion Cambridge - Create Room
https://create-room.co.uk » loft-conversions-cambridge

Create Room Loft Conversions Cambridge ... Having a loft conversion enables you to make
the most of the unused space you already have in your home while providing ...

https://elydesigngroup.co.uk » loft-conversions-cambri...

Loft Conversion Advice & Design - Cambridge
https://elydesigngroup.co.uk » loft-conversions-camobri...

As a rule of thumb, providing that the distance from the top of the ceiling joists to the underside

of the ridge timber exceeds 2.4m then it should be possible ...

https://cambridgeloftconversions.com
Cambridge Loft Conversions


https://spaced.digital/seo/

Do construction
companies need SEQ?

Not all companies need SEO. If you need an instant

source of website traffic, or you have other sources of ‘ ) Total impressions n S
traffic (like a good Instagram page) or strong customer SN 27.4N 10 15 g
referrals, SEO may not be needed.

Monday, Oct 18

Clicks
&9 X ™

But if you want more website traffic, companies in the = Clicks 1,725
construction sector can get this by improving their SEO.
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By ranking at the top of the search engines, like Google
or Bing, SEO helps more potential leads find your
company online.

Even if you have a stream of referrals, or your customers
find out about you via word-of-mouth, SEO helps to add
to that stream of leads. Ensuring you have a steady
stream of business each month.
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How does Google
rank websites?

Google takes into account over 200 ranking
factors when deciding how high up the rankings
your website should appear.

In any industry, these 200+ ranking factors can
be broadly split into 3 pillars.

Your SEO needs to target all 3 of these pillars to
help improve your ranking positions. Which we
will cover in the next sections.

Pillar 1: On-site SEO

Content on your site with keywords in
the right place.

Pillar 2: Off-site SEO

Grow your website’s authority.

Pillar 3: Technical SEO

Ensure Google and users can find and
read your website.
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The main goal here is to put keywords
in the right place on your website,
and to ensure you have relevant
content that is useful for potential
customers.

Pillar one:
On-site SEO

1. On-site SEO
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On-Site SEO: Step 1 -

Step 1:

Create a keyword list

One of the first things you should do is find keywords relating to your
services you offer.

These keywords will become pages on your website and be used in
various places to help customers find your services.

You need to ask yourself... are you a design and build company, a
construction firm, or an architecture firm? Do you work with
residential clients, commercial, or both?

And not only this, what services do you want to focus on? If you only
want to attract customers searching for house renovations or
Kitchen extensions, then just note these down.

These questions will help you figure out what kind of keywords you’d
want to target.

Once you have a list of services relating to your business, you can
then use SEO tools to build on this list and find the search volumes.

Example keyword list

architects cambridge

building company near me
cambridge loft conversions
builders cambridge

ely architects

building contractors cambridge
builders huntingdon

builders ely

bathroom renovation cambridge
builders cambridgeshire

house extension cambridge
residential architects cambridge
design and build cambridge

Kitchen renovation cambridge
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On-Site SEO: Step 1 -

Step 1:

Keyword
research tools

Now you have your list of services, you can use a variety of tools to see
which keywords get the most search volume.

Ubersuggest can help you find relevant keywords relating to your
business as well as showing you the average monthly search volume.
This can help your prioritise your SEO-workload as you might want to
only focus on high search volume services.

In the example below, you may use the wording “design and build
contractors” over “design and build company” because it gets more
searches.

Answer the Public is another great tool if you're looking for content
ideas. Add a keyword and you will see lots of questions people are
asking on Google, relating to that service. You can include these as
sections on your website or in your FAQSs.

And then there are a whole host of paid SEO tools that will give you
more in-depth data. Such as SEMrush, Ahrefs, and keyword.io

Keyword

architects cambridge

building company near me
cambridge loft conversions
builders cambridge

ely architects

loft conversions cambridge
building contractors cambridge
builders huntingdon

builders ely

construction companies cambridge
bathroom renovation cambridge
builders cambridgeshire

house extension cambridge
residential architects cambridge
design and build cambridge

Kitchen renovation cambridge

Avg. Monthly

Search Volume

2,400
1,400
300
300
170
90
90
70
0
70
70
0
60
50
50
20


https://neilpatel.com/ubersuggest/
https://answerthepublic.com/
https://www.semrush.com/
https://ahrefs.com/
https://keywordtool.io/

spaced.digital

On-Site SEO: Step 2 -

Step 2:

Content creation

Once you have a list of keywords and search volumes relating to
your business, you can then create new pages for your website.

/ | T~ o~ Ve B ’ ~ " 7~ V™
Architectural Desian

Services 1
Planning Applications

Portrolio
Interior Design
You need to make sure the content you add to these pages is

unique and explains your process. As tempting as it is to copy
another website’s content, Google doesn’t like this one bit.

Every service you offer should have its own page. For example,
“design and build”, “house extensions”, “loft conversions” and
“basement conversions” would all have their own pages. And not
only this, do you offer your services in St Neots, Huntington, Bury

St Edmunds? These areas will all need their own page. ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN B

SERVICES CAREERS

DESIGN & BUILD

search. So if you have a page on “house renovations” and a user
searches for this, then Google would show this as a result.

But be careful with this, don’t go overboard and create too many
pages for sub-services. You don’t want to create a page for
“dormer loft conversions” and “mansard loft conversions”, as well
as a “loft conversion” page. Just one page about “loft conversions”
would work best.

71

Google likes to rank a unique page that is dedicated to a user’s HOUSE EXTENSION: ‘

U [[[IE][= | S
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On-Site SEO: Step 2 -

Step 2:

Area pages

One the previous page, we spoke about service
pages - targeting keywords such as “design and
build”, “conservation architect” and so on. But you
should also create pages for the areas or locations
you operate in.

On the right, we can see these 3 areas in
Cambridgeshire with a good search volume. When
you search for each of these keywords, different
results come up. For example, in order to rank for
the keyword “builders ely” - you need an Ely page
on your website.

But what pages should you create? Good question.
The area needs to have a good number of searches
each month, and you must operate in that area.
Don’t go targeting “builders wales” if you don’t
want operate in that area.

Avg. Monthly
FEPUETS Search Volume
builders cambridge 300
builders huntingdon 70
builders ely 70
GO g'e builders ely 4 U

https://www.trustatrader.com » Trades » Builders

Find the most trusted local Builders in Ely In Cambridgeshire

Builderly Ltd - William James Builders - Silverwood Construction (Cambridge) Ltd - Keystone
Builders & Restoration Ltd - Emerald Carpentry & Building Services Ltd.

https://www.yell.com > Builders » Ely, Cambridgeshire

Builders near Ely, Cambridgeshire | Get a Quote - Yell

Builders near Ely, Cambridgeshire - CLM Builder Lid - At a glance - C B Property Maintenance
- At a glance - DTF & Son Building Services - At a glance - Timothy Little ...

https://www.fmb.org.uk » find-a-builder » trade » build...
Builder in Ely - Federation of Master Builders

Taylor Driver Construction Limited has been a FMB member since 2000. The trades they offer
and their contact details can be found on this page.

https://www.paulbarrowbuildersltd.co.uk

Paul Barrow Builders Ltd, Local Ely Builder services

Paul Barrow Builders Ltd is a family business owned and run by experienced builder Paul
Barrow. We offer a reliable and friendly service which covers all areas ...
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On-Site SEO: Step 3 -

Step 3:
On-page
optimisations

Now you’ve created different pages for your
services, you will need to optimise elements on
those pages to help Google find it.

You may have heard of title tags, meta descriptions,

URLs, and alt tags. These are all elements that you
can optimise to help Google understand what your
page is about.

One of the most important is the title tag and you
need to make sure it’s descriptive and relates to
your service and where you operate. If you build
loft conversions in Cambridge, your title tag might
be “Loft Conversion Specialists in Cambridge”

You can use a tool like SERPsim to see how your
page will appear in the results.

. Meta
URL Title tag description
\/
https://create-room.co.uk > loft-conversions-cambridge  : v
Loft Conversion Cambridge - Create Room v

Create Room Loft Conversions Cambridge ... Having a loft conversion enables you to make
the most of the unused space you already have in your home while providing ...


https://serpsim.com/

You can view off-site SEO as building
your company’s reputation online
..and Google’s the judge!

The main goal is to increase the total
number of websites that talk about
and link to you.

Pillar two:
Off-site SEO

2. Off-site SEO



Link building

Link building

We've all heard of backlinks. Usually from an univitied
email into our inbox asking if we want to buy backlinks
to “boost our SEO”! And we highly suggest avoiding
low-quality link building services.

It’s true that backlinks can really help a website rank
better in Google.

But only if they are from high-quality websites,
relevant to your industry - do not buy links from people

on websites like Fiverr.

A lot of these low-quality link building companies will
direct links to your website that could have a negative
effect. Or worse, get your site penalised.

Next, we outline some easy ways for you to gain links...

— 'ﬁverr ), Find Services

Graphics & Design Digital Marketing Writing & Translation Video & Adad

Overview

Digital Marketing > Search Engine O Off-Page S)

| will build manually hi¥ "
hat seo dofollow conte

& alishirazi420 (20)

BOOST YOUR WEBSITE
RANKING

HIGH QUALITY

DOFOLLOW
BACKLINKS

® FREE DRIP FEED

® PREMIUM INDEXING

® 100% MANUAL WORK

® CONTEXTUAL BACKLINKS

Become a Seller Sign In ‘

gation Music & Audio Progra

7

Standard Premium

SILVER TIER PACKAGE £15.27
ON SALE

10 High Da Dofollow Backlinks

(® 3 Days Delivery
What's Included

. Ol

Subscribe for 3 months v

Save 10% every month from your
2nd order




Link building

Discover the benefits of a directory listing and

(] () (]
k b ‘ d upgrade your account for just £250 + VAT a year

Directories Directory

Directories will list your website and it can help to
show Google that you are a company with a real = News | Jobs | Directory | Data SBETah
address, a great foundation for any website.

Building contractor Search

Find suppliers and buyers for projects big
and sma"l)

Just make sure you use the same Name, Address,
and Phone number (NAP) across all of the
directories you submit to. This is so you don’t
confuse Google with different addresses.

Chambers of

Commerce Directory search v

; 2 : About Brexit MemberBenefits Local Chambersv News Jobs Member offers
Cambridgeshire
g Contactus Basket Q Logln

Net Zero Events Training Directory Sectors v International Trade

Home > Members directory

You have national directories like : :

and . And then you have Mem berS directory e

industry-relevant directories like , Join our

an d These are a selection of our members. If you join you will have full access to their full commun |ty
’ profiles and contact information. tod ay

@arkﬂux

. And then local directories, like

 JoINNGE

the

Don’t go overboard and only submit your website
to relevant directories.


https://yell.com/
https://bt.com/
https://b2blistings.org/
https://homebuilding.co.uk/
https://constructionenquirer.com/
https://construction.co.uk/
https://www.cambridgeshirechamber.co.uk/

Link building

Link bui\din%

Current relationships

Do you have relationships with suppliers, such
as building material providers or architects?
Then you may be able to use this relationship
to get a link to your website.

You can try speaking to people in your industry
that you work with regularly. Do they endorse
your work? Great, they could feature your
project on their site showing what you’ve built
with their materials.

You could even do a joint case study with a
partner that you work with those showcase
your work on their site.

Sit down and have a think, you may be able to
gain some links from some existing
relationships.

Sign up for our free newsletter

New Builds Extensions Conversions Renovations Inspiration

SELFBUILD o

DESIGN ssu

Home This Month SelfBuild Guides Case Studies Featured Products News & Blog Events Subscribe

Case Studies

Whether you are looking to build a new home on a fresh plot or to convert, modernise or replace and existing
building, there is bound to be a case study here to inspire you.

Use the filters below to explore the homes that self builders have created ... and pick up tips and advice from their
experiences.




Link building

Link building:

Guest posting

This is a great way to build links back _
to your website. You write a blog post t (I

that goes on an industry publication or me!qs&ew!oa» esmen
website, and then you link to a
relevant page on your website within
that blog post.

HOME STORIES REVIEWS GUIDES RESOURCES COMMUNITY

Guides

Another great way to build links is to House Extension Costs & Prices | How
submit your projects and case studies

to websites that accept them.

Much do House Extensions Cost?

This helps to signal to Google that @’ RyWigelipicosmen’ = @Ryl a year uge
you’re active in your industry and that
you have a good reputation. All of this
helps to provide signals that will help

your pages rank higher.




Local SEO

| ocal SEO

Because a lot of work in the construction industry is
done locally, it means local SEO plays an important role.
Customers want to find a company that’s near to them
so Google will often show a “map pack” to customers.

To appear in the map pack, you need to set up a

page. GMB is a free service from
Google which allows you to list your company, outlining
what you do and what time you’re open.

You can choose what type of company you are from the

7 (14

list (e.g. “building materials supplier”, “construction

7 (14

company”, “custom home builder” and so on...)

This allows you to appear on Google Maps for related
searches and it also allows you to take reviews for your
business. Which will help to signal to Google you’re a
real business.

Google

architects cambridge

Architects

: 2 >
University of PiP Architects *
Cambridge o -

7B )

- &/ Cambridde

o
The Fitzwilliam Museumn €& 9 9
O

Barr architectsq MOOi Architecture

o=

Rating ~ Hours ~

MOOQi Architecture
5.0 (32) - Architect
7+ years in business - 9 Hills Rd - 01223 364698

Open - Closes 5PM
On-site services - Online appointments

HMO Architect - Cambridge
5.0 (19) - Architect
188 Perne Rd - 01223 776997

Open - Closes 6PM
On-site services - Online appointments

PiP Architects
5.0 (5) - Architect

A1303

g Cambridge
Airport y .
Ashwegrth Parkes eversham

Architects

9 HMO Architect
- Cambridge

Map data ©2021

® @

Website Directions

® @

Website Directions

® @

10+ years in business - 4 Belmont Pl - 01223 361803

Open - Closes 5:30PM
Online appointments

Website Directions



https://www.google.com/business/
https://www.google.com/business/

Online reviews

Online reviews

Getting reviews from your customers will help to
improve your Google My Business page. This will let you
rank higher in the Map Pack and attract new
customers.

But not only that,
. Which means they are

essential to customers when evaluating you and the
competition.

Direct customers (even ones from a couple of months

ago) to your Google My Business page to leave a review.

This will help to provide social proof.

And if a customer has already left a bad review, don’t
worry. Respond to the criticism and show that you've
learnt from this. Customers will appreciate this.

MOOI Architecture

9 Hills Rd, Cambridge

5 . O 32 reviews

People often mention

All ideas 15 planning 11 building 10 space 8

Sort by

Most relevant Newest Highest Lowest

Gina Oliver
2 reviews

4 months ago

Positive: Professionalism, Quality, Responsiveness

Having previously had work done that we were disappointed with, we spent some time researching
architects and were prepared to wait to get the right one. Aidan supported us from start to finish and the

end result far exceeded our ... More

i Like

- anne harvey
‘ 4 reviews

8 months ago

+6



https://www.invespcro.com/blog/the-importance-of-online-customer-reviews-infographic/
https://www.invespcro.com/blog/the-importance-of-online-customer-reviews-infographic/

Many construction firms don’t have
large websites, which means they
don’t need to worry about technical
SEO (as much). But there are some
key problems most websites face.

Pillar three:
Technical SEO

3. Technical SEO
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Technical SEO: Step 7 - Mobile-friendly (responsive)

Step 1

Mobile-friendly

With smartphone use on the rise and Google mobile
searches, you need to ensure your website is ‘responsive’.
This means it can be used on any device including mobile,
desktop, and tablet.

Not only this, Google has moved to a mobile-first index.

This means they rank your website based on the mobile
view, not the desktop like they used to.

So if your mobile homepage has information about the
construction services you offer, but your desktop doesn’t,
you will find it hard to rank well.

The easiest way to check this is to pull out your
smartphone and look at your website. Does it have all of the
relevant content on there? If you do, then you’re okay.

You can also uses Google’s Mobile-Friendly Test.



https://www.tigermobiles.com/blog/mobile-phone-usage-statistics/
https://developers.google.com/search/mobile-sites/mobile-first-indexing
https://search.google.com/test/mobile-friendly

Website load speed

Website load speead:

Overview

Google doesn’t usually announce ranking factors. But
On one rare occasion, they stated that page speed was
a ranking factor.

So, how fast should my page be...

There isn’t really an exact speed you should aim for. It’s
essentially, the faster the better. And quicker than your
competition!

on how a slow web page
increases bounce rates. In short, customers go
elsewhere when a page is slow!

Enter a keyword into Google that you want to rank for
e.g. “construction companies cambridge”. Then take
the top 5 websites ranking for this term and run them
through Google’s speed tool. You want to be quicker
than all of these websites.

Think with Google
Google/SOASTA Research, 2017.

The probability of bounce incr
32% as page load time goes from 1

adalalalale I«
& LAl Y B A
SLUULIUUS


https://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.com/2010/04/using-site-speed-in-web-search-ranking.html
https://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.com/2010/04/using-site-speed-in-web-search-ranking.html
https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/marketing-strategies/app-and-mobile/page-load-time-statistics/
https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/marketing-resources/data-measurement/mobile-page-speed-new-industry-benchmarks/
https://www.thinkwithgoogle.com/marketing-resources/data-measurement/mobile-page-speed-new-industry-benchmarks/

Website load speed

Website load speead:
Testing

\ WebPageTest

by Catchpoint

Web page performance test result for A
You can test your website with a tool https://spaced.digital/

SUCh aS . Erom: London, UK < ECF : Chrome= Cable Security score First Byte Time Keep-alive Enabled =~ Compress Transfer
- - ; 28/10/2021,12:14:16

This will let you see how well it

performs on a scale of O to 100.

A A A

A

B v

Compress Images  Cache static content  Effective use of CDN

If you want a more detailed breakdown A Pagespeed nsights HOME - Boes

of what’s slowing down your website,

you can use a tool like hpssspsceddigrar (O
This allows you to see how long each . -
image takes to load, and other g vosie 3 peswror
resources on your website.

https://spaced.digital/

A 0-49 50-89 90-100 (i)



https://developers.google.com/speed/pagespeed/insights/
https://www.webpagetest.org/https://www.webpagetest.org/

summary

Introduction

01. On-site SEO: Keyword list
02. On-site SEO: Create unique pages
03. On-site SEO: On-page optimisations

By focusing on these 3 pillars, you
can improve your website’s SEO.

These steps don’t need to be done

in order, but you should be doing Authority / Link building
all of the steps at some point. L ocal SEO
Not only will they help to improve Online reviews

the user experience of your site,
they will help to increase traffic.

Mobile-friendly
Site speed

If you have any questions about

these steps, please get in contact Next up... About us
with the info on the last page.
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04 About us

Here’s a few things to help you get to
know us better...
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After hitting it off at a web design agency in King’s ‘ é\ §
Cross, Adam and Steve founded Spaced. Having 5
worked on some large scale digital projects for '
T household names -- Birkenstock, Apple, and |
2 General Mills -- we decided to take those years of
@ experience and create our own offering.
©
al

Launching in Brixton, the Spaced team are a close-knit group
. . o . R ’,'v— o T "’mﬁ' £ 3 A
and this is our competitive edge. It helps support our technical T eSS | R NSt
. . . . © AT SR MG ] AUARR e
know-how and passion for building and promoting websites. ‘ .-»‘,“.',‘3;::'.'-'3:&{':::":;-‘
\J """\:. AN Py
‘ arente :"'.' e

:":'..'“.'“'0 WY

. . » AR ROE L T e N AVl ';' . 't.\ ..‘..".:".’:..'

We get out of bed in the morning because we want to be the best | iR Sy | ] -:.‘.‘::.‘.;..):;.;.,-..-..
. . . . R, -"l'.*: B : % B ’°: ‘l /! Y .o"c .0'0:‘ l'"'\

at all things digital. Our team is hungry to learn about the latest i Pesuee e 14 }...‘.‘::'j‘-}:;',;.';'.
technology, and how we can implement this for clients. “"’w e : X ~"1‘:-‘;;':':"':.3{,

We care about our client’s business and we care about your
success. We want to create work that we can all be proud of.

And in 2021, Spaced have set up a satellite office in Cambridge.
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Qur areas
of expertise

From strategy creation through to online marketing,
our aim is to improve your user’s experience and
Increase your store’s revenue.

Strategy

Who are your target customers
and how do they shop?

Web design

Bringing your brand to life
through optimised designs.

/>

Web development

Standards compliant code that
works on all devices.

SEO

Helping your website appear
higher on Google.
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Case studies

Here are some successful missions
we've completed for our clients.

From large scale eCommerce websites through to local
businesses. We've helped our clients improve organic
traffic and increase revenue.
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houseUP

0 Increase in + Increase in
9947 organic traffic 20 Domain Authority

Sessions ¥ VS. Select a metric Day Week Month

® Sessions

3,000

houseUP is a design and build company |
based in London, offering services to a variety T TSI~ L

of residential and commercial clients.

After new pages were created by our team
and links were being built to them, we've
seen an amazing increase in all metrics.
Increased organic traffic, ranking positions,
search engine impressions, and also leads!
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Hanson

Increase in INncrease in

33% leads 105% organic traffic

Hanson had some major technical issues
with their website and no content to
target service level keywords. Our aim was
to fix the issues by carrying out an SEO
audit, and after some keyword research
and content creation we managed to see
some amazing results.

Organic Keywords Trend

1.5K

/

Estimated Traffic Trend
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We've worked closely
with top companies
delivering results
we’re all proud of.

From small businesses to large household names,
we enjoy working with clients who are passionate
about their business.

Amazon Fashion
S

shopify partners

BUS—

r—

=
=
s
ECB

“"Hanson

AEIDELBERGCEMENT Group

gﬂstqt
ps )
P, 2N

@DUNLDP-

peopleperhour



SD

“Spaced made
sure our brand
l00Ks fantastic
across all touch
points. Amazing
WOrK and a Dig
thanks to all of
the team.”

Sam Pascoe, Executive Director at Po

ppIiNs



Thank you for your time.
'f you have any questions,
please reach out to me.

Office Mobile Email
22222222222 07970 115 087 stephen@spaced.digital

SPACED DIGITAL




